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organization Ecovia Intelligence (formerly
Organic Monitor) recently predicted that
more companies will be using recovered ocean
plastic in years to come: Last year, this move
nabbed a Sustainable Packaging Award for
London-based REN Clean Skincare, while
conglomerates like P&G and Henkel are also
using the material in product packaging.

INGREDIENT INSPECTTON
Packaging isn't the only area of
improvement among today’s beauty
businesses. The latest innovations also
involve ingredient sourcing—including a
focus on renewable materials, harvested
with respect to both the environment
and local communities. “In recent years,
we've seen many new standards, covering
base ingredients (sustainable oils),
minerals (Responsible Mica Initiative) and
ingredient types (sustainable seaweed),”
Ecovia Intelligence reported last January.
In 2018, the Union for Ethical BioTrade
Launched the Sourcing With Respect label,
which identifies products made with respect
to people and biodiversity.

Indeed, 2 host of certifications have
emerged throughout the aughts to help
consumers exsily spot a company’s dedication
10 greener operations. In Europe, the
Caosmebio association created the COSMOS
Organic and COSMOS Natural labels,
which monitors for naturally sourced,
organic and biodegradable ingredients, while
ECOCERT organic certification organization
evaluates plant-based ingredients and
renewable resources, among other criteria
But while Europe looks to private entities'
standards, Stateside labels like USDA Organic
(developed for food but now gracing beauty
products) are overseen by government
agencies, which outline approved regulations
and forbid methods like genetic engineering.

But it's not just federal regulation getting
in on the green watchdog game—certain
states are looking to up the ante, as well:

For example, California created the 2005
Safe Cosmetics Act for enhanced ingredient
transparency and, in late 2018, banned
animal testing for cosmetics by 2020.

Though confusing at times, it's all good
news for green lovers. Safer ingredients,

processes, products, and labels continue o
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evolve at a breakneck pace 1o keep up with
today’s consumers, who are increasingly
asking questions about where their purchases
come from and how they're handled from
start to finish. “With brands making better
choices, more demand from government and
organizations, and an expanding consumer
group looking for companies it can trust,
the professional beaury space is—and should
be—working toward becoming greener asan
industry.” Timmons concludes.

“What was once considered cutting-
edge is now simply part of the cost of doing
business,” Markham agrees. “The industry is
just going to get more green, conscious and
sustainable—not only here in the United
States, but as part of 2 worldwide rend.”

Cannabis sativa 8—pun intended—riding high
and increasingly being tapped as a go-to
natural ingredient. Now its latest derivative,
cannabidiol (CBD) oil, is making its way into
everything from beverages to skincare to, yes,
hair products. So, what's all this buzz about?
Kevin and Mare Wachs, cofounders of
CBD-cilinfused haircare brand EMERA
in Chatsworth, California, explain that
CBD integrates naturally with the body's
endocannabinoid system, helping to
regulate hair loss and control dry hair and
scalp conditions. With 21 known amino
acids, including tyrosine, CBD also helps to
maintain haircolor. “CBD is rich in vitamins,
including A, B1, B2, C, D, E, magnesium, and
potassium,” Kevin adds. “CBD's properties,
including multiple nutrients, vitamins and
fatty acids, make it ideal for the formation of
coflagen, which can strengthen and nourish
scalp tissue. The full benefits of what CBD
can accomplish for hair thinning and loss
are still being studied; however, its muitiple
properties make it a natural addion to the
routine of anyone experencing changes
to their haidine.” (Bonus! It's bebeved that
CBD’s essential fatty acids can also lend a
fuller appearance by increasing the diameter

of each hair strand.)

COMING
TO TERMS

Eco tarminology can create a
minafield of misunderstandings.
What do all of the labels and
claims actually mean? There
are no hard and fast rules,
but generally, eco-friendly
denotes products that have a
reduced earth impact. Green
has become a catchall word
that may describe a vadety
of envircnmentally friendly
practices, from non-hamful
sourcing to recyclable
packaging. The definition of
clean can algo vary: Clean-
brand retailer Crado defines this
as “safe ingredients (nothing
hamiful or toxic)™ alongside a
lengthy st of forbidden “dirty”
ingredients. Sustainable relates
to a product’s components,
from conceplion (e.g., sourcing
renawable matedals) to afterlife
(recyciable packaging).

To compiicate the matter,
words like “natural” dont
have any clear, agreed-
upon definition, and not all
synthetics are necessarily
hamiful. Additionally, various

Working Group (EWG) and
Natural Products Association
(NPA), have created their
own seals of approval, each
according to its own intermnal
guidelines,

The lesson? “When it comes
to product claims, it's buyer
beware,” wams Timmons.
“Consumers must hold the
manufacturer accountable and
ask, “What do you mean by
this term?” Yes, today's world
ie more complicated, but we
also have more accessible
information than ever.”



EASY BEING GREEN

Ease your environmental impact with some of the latest
green haircare formulations.

Neuma reNeu dry
shampoo abeorts
od with earth-derived
powders lice tapioca

EMERA hamesses CBD il for
s peoduct lineup hat includes
Nourishing CBD Shamgoo,
Conditiorer, Detangler Plus,
Serum, and Scalp Therapy.
Demershaircare

Green ored: 100 percent

organic CBD ail from
sustanable, nonGMO hemp

Little Green Kids Curly Hair
Cream calre, defines and
controls youngsters' unruly
curls and waves sans crunch,
stickiness or frizz.
ditfegraencares

Green ored: Mypoallergenic;
allergen-, paraberr, sulfate-,
and glutendres

Elina Organics
Mermaid Elixir
nourishes with natural
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m::;m e A Green cred: 100-percent vegan food-grade vitamin
S . Green cred: Organic; technology
no artificial fragrance Y cruskyfree
Lightweight ABBA
Complete Allin-One
Leave-n Spray detangles
The Agadir Hemp & Red Wine improves elasticity,

line features hempseed ok
patented FibarHance technology
for ultimate har strength; and
resveratrol (red wine extract) to
defend hair and scalp fom free
radicals. Sagadinind

Green cred: Plant-basad
ingredients

moisturizes, strengthens,
and protects from UV rays,
environmental syres=ors and
thermal tooks.
@puraatibapvoducts

Greed cred: Plant derved
batanicals; free of parabens,
sulivies, sodium chionde,
and gluten; vegan
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ColorProof Color Care

Authority SuperRich

Moisture Shampoo, AVEOA Aveda Shampure

developed for colortreated Surface Mair Trinity 2 X Nurturing Shampoo tboasts

tresses, infuses ightweight Color Care Shampoo | Abyssinian cil, a natursl

moisture and gertly fights free radicals and | siicone altemative for

cleanses. Scolorvoofhair increases color retention nounshment and luster.
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mineral oil; cruekyfree;
upcycled and recyciable
packaging
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animal protein, minersd od,
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